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Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 








Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








Chrysler - Plymouth 
Sales and Service 
MULLER 
Automobile Corp. 


Merrick Road and Broadway 
AMityville 4-2028 and 4-2029 




















BRAKES RELINED 
on Passenger Cars and Trucks 
Power Brake Sales Service 
Suffolk County Brake Service 
314 Medford Avenue, 
GRover 3-1722 


Patchogue 








FURNITURE 
8. B. HORTON CO. 
(Established 1862) 
821 Main St. Greenport 
Tel. 154 














SCHWARZ 
FLORIST 
828 Conklin Street 
FARMINGDALE 


PHONE 
CHapel 9-0816 

















Wines & Liquors 


IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 


Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 
201 Bway., AMityville 4-0033 


SUNRISE 


Coal Company, Inc. 














Division Household Fuel Corp 


‘Blue Coal’ 
Fuel Oil 


AMityville CHapel 
4-1060 9-0012 
Lindenhurst 
5-0178 
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Punkshole of 1786 


Before the Suffolk County Court- 
house burned, there was 2 man 
on file in the County Clerk’s of- 
fice entitled, ‘‘A Map of Halseys 
Manor made in A. D.1786’’. It had 
the following note, ‘‘A survey of 
that part of St. Georges Manor 
formerly purchased by Capt. Isaac 
Halsey by order of court. Tho 
Commissioners for laying out said 
lands were Daniel Wells’ Esq., 
Isaac Overton Esq. and Nathan 
Rose. The survey was begun April 
20 - 1786 and finished May 20 - 
1786”’. 

Halsey Manor, containing 10,960 
acres, was bounded on the north 
by Peconic River, on the east by 
the Brookhaven-Southampton Town 
Line, on the south by a highway 
and a line from the head of Terrell 
River, and the west by a line from 
the head of Terrell River running 
just west of Halsey Manor Road 
in Manorville to the Peconic River. 

The map shows that Halsey Man- 
or is bounded on the west by ‘‘Ben- 
jamin Youngs purchase, now call- 
ed New Boston or Punkshole’’. I be- 
lieve that Mr. Chester G. Osborne 
could write an interesting article 
for you on the name Punkshole. 

Samuel B. Cross, Westhampton 
Beach. 


Earthquake Date 


The Charleston earthquake oc- 
curred Sunday, August 22, 1886, 
not on Sunday, July 4, 1884, as 
stated by Mr. Piermann of Bellport 
(August Forum). Furthermore, in 
1884 July 4 was on a Friday. (Mrs.) 
Joyce Rea, East Hampton. 


Cartwright Island, actually a 
part of Gardiner’s Island in East 
Hampton town, is the southernmost 
breeding locality of both Black- 
backed and Herring Gulls in the 
United States, so established in 
1942 by Ornithologist LeRoy Wilcox 
of Speonk. 


L. I. FORUM INDEX 

The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary sells a complete index of the 
Long Island Forum for the years 
1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 postpaid. 
Also for the years 1948-1952 in- 
clusive, at 50 cents postpaid. They 
may be obtained by writing to the 
Long Island Collection, Queens 
Borough Public Library, 89-14 Par- 
sons Boulevard, Jamaica 32, New 
Voark 


FREEPORT 8-1212 





86 E. SUNRISE H'WAY 





SWEZEY FUEL CO. 


Coal and Fuel Oils 
Patchogue and Port Jefferson 


GRover 3-0270 Pt. Jef. 555 














Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1085 Islip 














CASH AND CARRY 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. Amityville 4-0909-4-0910 














Catering 
for 
All Social Functions 
Conventions Meetings 


Anniversaries, Etc. 


PETERS 


176 Park Ave. 
Tel. 


Amityville 


Amityville 4-1350 














LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Buses For Hire 


AMityville 4-0225 
Near Amityvile Depot 
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Red S pring, 


HE North Shore coastal area 

known as ‘Red Spring,” while 
included in the present Glen Cove 
City limits, and in the original Mo- 
squito Cove purchase from the In- 
dians, has always been considered 
as a separate and distinct settlement, 
and indeed it has a history of its 
own, but one that is not widely 
known. 

The very meaning of the name, 
Red Spring, is a mystery to the new- 
er residents. The name was given 
to a spring in the area in colonial 
days — it is mentioned in a docu- 
ment dated 1713 — and came to be 
applied to the whole district. The 
Ked Spring rises on the present 
Leow estate, flows through the 
Whitney property, and empties into 
Hempstead Harbor. At the point 
where it leaves the meadowland 
and reaches the beach there was in 
former times a large deposit of red 
sand which gave the water a red- 
dish color, and from this phe- 
nomenon the name was derived. 

Red Spring constituted part of 
the 1700 acres purchased from the 
Matinecock Indians in 1668 by Jos- 
eph Carpenter. When the Mosquito 
Cove Patent was divided among 
the five original Proprietors, Red 
Spring was included in Lot IV, part 
of Joseph Carpenter's holdings. It 
was inherited by his widow in 1692 
and by Benjamin and John Car- 
penter a few years later. Part of 
Lot IV remained in possession of 
the Carpenter heirs until the 1800's, 
and an old Carpenter homestead, 
built in colonial times, was. still 
standing in the 1930's, near the Red 
Spring. 

The Carpenters disposed of the 
lands known as Red Spring to John 
Weeks in April 15, 1752. Weeks 
was a descendent of Francis 
Weekes, who was Selectman for 
Hempstead Town in 1657, and who 
later settled in Oyster Bay. He paid 
165 pounds for the Carpenter prop- 
erty, which is given in the deed 
as 115 acres, but the latter figure 
is evidently far too small. 

John Weeks built himself a pala- 
tial house on the property, which 
included a salt hay marsh, as well 


Peter LuysterUan Santvoord 


as both woods and meadow land. 
The Red Spring formed a_ large 
pond, from which ice was cut in 
the winter. The farm was bounded 
by Hempstead Harbor on the North 
and West, and included Weeks 
Point, a landmark still indicated on 
nautical maps of Long Island 
Sound. It was named after the 
family that settled there. 

Stretching back from Weeks 
Point to the inland bluffs is a 
steep, narrow: defile, known as the 
Pirates’ Cove, which has been sug- 
gested as one of the many possible 
locations of Captain Kidd's treas- 
ure. There is a definate tradition 
that the pirates once stopped at 
Mosquito Cove to retrieve some 
buried loot, but the exact spot of 
their landing is usually given as 
Appleby’s Woods, a mile to the 
South. However, this has not dis- 
couraged the Red Spring treasure- 
seekers, and as recently as 40 years 
ago the Pirates’ Cove was honey- 
combed with the pits they had dug. 

John Weeks established a pros- 
perous farm. His great house was 
located about 100 yards west of the 
present Whitney house. Near it 
was the family cemetery. 

In early September of 1778 the 


The Old Weeks House at Red Spring 
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whaleboat men came over from 
Connecticut “to Red Spring, and 
robbed the houses of Jacob Carpen- 
ter and John Weekes of a quantity 
of valuable effects, and then made 
off.’ This raid is noted in Onder- 
donk’s Revolutionary Incidents. It 
does not prove that the Weeks fam- 
ily were Royalists, since the free- 
booters often ignored the politics of 
their victims. However, the records 
of Tory militiamen show that near- 
ly all the Yankee families in Oyster 
Bay Town did support the King, 
most of the patriots being recruited 
from people of Dutch descent. 
John Weeks died at Red Spring 
in 1811, at the ripe old age of 94 
years. His wife, the former Annie 
Coles, lived to be 90. But their 
son Willet, who inherited the prop- 
erty, survived his father only 5 
years. The farm then descended to 
Willet’s son, another John Weeks. 
He married Sarah Frost, member of 
the prominent Quaker family. One 
of Sarah’s cousins was Gideon 
Frost, founder of Friends Academy 
in Locust Valley. Her brother was 
Captain Edward Frost of the brig- 
antine Helen, who was lost at sea. 
John and Sarah Weeks owned 
the Red Spring property for fifty 
years. During this time, in 1833, 


St. Paul’s Protestant Episcopal 
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Church was founded in Glen Cove, 
and the old Weeks graves were 
moved from the private plot to the 
Episcopal Churchyard, where they 
remain. John's two sons William 
M. and Willet Weeks were among 
the original subscribers of funds to 
the parish. 

William M. Weeks left the farm 
at Red Spring to pursue a career 
in business. He founded the Glen 
Cove Mutual Insurance Company in 
1837, caused the original wharf to 
be built at Glen Cove Landing, and 
constructed the famous Pavillion 
Hotel, which helped to make Glen 
Cove a popular summer resort. He 
was also a well-known auctioneer. 
Many descendents of his six chil- 
dren still live on Long Island. 

Willet Weeks, the younger broth- 
er, remained on the farm, which 
he inherited on his father’s death 
in 1869. He also owned a number 
of business properties in Glen Cove 
village. He drew the rents from 
this land, income which helped 
him to maintain his place during 
agricultural depressions. 

He married Freelove Townsend, 
a Quaker lady, with whom he had 
five children. He was also one of 
the original vestrymen chosen from 
St. Paul's Parish. Willet Weeks 
died in 1883. 

When his estate was divided, 
most of the Red Spring property 
descended to his son Edward Frost 
Weeks. Edward later sold about 
halt the property to the Red Spring 
Land Company, but he continued 
the farming tradition into the twen- 
tieth century. 

The heirs of Edward Frost 
Weeks sold most of the estate, re- 
taining only a few acres for their 
own use. The remainder, includ- 
ing the old house, was purchased 
by John Roger Maxwell. Unfor- 
tunately the house, one of the finest 
colonial mansions on the entire 
North Shore, was torn down. 

During the last half-century Red 
Spring has developed into an at- 
tractive seaside colony. The acreage 
secured by the Red Spring Land 
Company is now a pleasant resi- 
dential community. Among those 
who have lived here is the late 
Horace K. T. Sherwood, onetime 
Mayor and Supervisor of Glen 
Cove and a contributor to the 


Continued on page 172 
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emus, CF BAY SHORE 


—-A FRIENDLY LOCAL BANK 





COMMUNITY OFFICE MAIN OFFICE 
340 Howell’s Road at Pine Drive 128 W. Main Street at Ocean Ave. 
Open Monday Eves. 6:30—8 P.M. Open Friday Eves. 6:30—8 P.M. 
MOhawk 5-1100 MOhawk 6-6400 
DRIVE-IN WINDOW WALK-UP WINDOW 


— ACCOUNTS INSURED TO $10,000 — 














Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 


Liver Cougar S2F Sub Killer 
and the Albatross 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 




















JOHN E. NICHOLSON WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 


President Vice President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 


leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, ete. 


426-428 East 110th Street Cedar Swamp Road 
New York City Brookville, L. I. 
LEhigh 4-2076 MAyfair 6-0020 




















Bayside Federal Savings 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
THREE OFFICES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
GLEN OAKS — BAYSIDE — WINDSOR PARK 


FI 7-7800 BA 9-2700 HO 8-7800 


Current 33% Dividend 


Per Annum, Compounded Quarterly 


_ Federal Home Loan Bank System 
MEMBER: Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corp. 
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CHenry SHudson’s Cc hurch 


ACTUAL information con- 

cerning the lives of two great 
contemporaries, William Shakes- 
peare and Henry Hudson is almost 
nil. In both cases we grasp at 
straws seeking to know of the men 
themselves. Because there is such 
a dearth of information about 
Shakespeare effort after effort has 
been made to prove that not he 
but someone else wrote the great 
plays that are attributed to him. 
No one has disputed the achieve- 
ments of Hudson since logs of his 
voyages survive yet there are, in 
England for example, people who 
would disparage his accomplish- 
ments. We find it hard not to 
admire him greatly for anyone 
who would attempt to cross the 
north pole in a tiny ship, without 
charts, motor power, radio, radar 
ct. al deserves a great deal. We 
are of the school believing that 
members of Hudson’s crew on the 
Half Moon voyage were the first 
white men to set foot on Long 
Island. To discuss this is not our 
present purpose, however. We wish 
merely to tell of the little church, 
St. Ethelburga’s in Bishopsgate, 
London which we visited last April 
and which was visited by Henry 
Hudson in April of 1607 before 
his voyage on the Hopewell. 

An entry from the log of the 
Hopewell written by crew member, 
John Pleyce is as follows: 

“Anno 1607, Aprill the nine- 
teenth at St. Ethelburge, in Bishop's 
Gate street, did communicate with 
the rest of the parishioners these 
persons, seamen, purposing to goe 
to sea four days after, for to dis- 
cover a passage by the North Pole 
to Japan and China. First, Henry 
Hudson, master. Secondly, William 
Colines, his mate. Thirdly, James 





Young. Fourthly, John Colman. 
Fiftly, John Cooke. Sixtly, James 
Beubery. Seventhly, James Skrut- 


ton. Eightly, John Pleyce. Ninthly, 
Thomas Baxter. Tenthly, Richard 
Day. Eleventhly, James Knight. 
Twelfthly, John Hudson, a boy.” 

This last April, some 352 years 
after the date of the log entry, we 
too strolled along Bishopsgate and 


Henry ©. Foralemon 


suddenly we were in front of the 
church, standing almost lost be- 
tween two imposing _ structures 
housing, the'’Banque D'Indochine” 
and “Cassidy's Taylor's’. A tiny 
ancient building with walls of 
brown rubble thrown up centuries 
ago it has survived the great fire 
of 1666 and two bombings of the 
World Wars and now is the third 
oldest church in the city of London. 

We opened the sturdy mahogany 
door to be greeted by lovely organ 
melody and the fine voices of the 
choir. Though a Tuesday morn- 
ing one of the two weekly services 
was being held for out of towners 
who work in London. 

As we knelt among the parish- 





oners we were bathed in color as 
the sun filtered through one of 
the four stained glass windows. The 
picture in the window showed 
Henry Hudson and his crew taking 
the famous communion. The past 
was indeed with us and we felt 
a sense of awe as we looked about 
the church seeing in our mind's eye 
ten rough seamen, some earnestly 
praying, some perhaps pretending 
piety and with them the master, 
a sturdy man in the prime of life 
and his son ‘“Twelfthly, John Hud- 
son, a boy.” 

The window with the communion 
scene was a gift from “The Gov- 
ernor and Company of Adventurer’s 
of England Trading into Hudson's 
Bay’ in 1928. The second window 
also on the south side shows Hud 
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The West Front: Present Day. 
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son sailing up the river that bears 
his name. This one was given by 
the citizens of the United States 
of America and was dedicated 
November 28, 1929. The third 
window on the north side near the 
pulpit and dedicated in 1930 was 
a gift of the citizens of the British 
Empire. Here is shown Hudson, 
“Cast adrift by mutineers from the 
Discoverer June 22, 1611. There 
are two lines below the picture; 
“He sleeps beneath the radiant vault 
of Peace 
Among the brave who lie forever 
still.” , 
After the service, the Reverend 
Norman Small, a_ friendly and 
earnest man, showed us the silver 
chalice. which has been used in the 
church long before 1607. It is 
therefor likely that it was the very 
chalice used by Hudson and _ his 
crew. The workmanship is beauti- 
ful and its age and beauty would 
make it priceless without the as- 
sociations of the great exnlorer. 
The church was probably built 
sometime in the early 1400's and 
it may have incorporated some of 
the material of the first building 
probably put up in the 13th cen- 
tury. At the rear is a_ beautiful 
little garden and the Rector proud'’ 
showed us the fountain and poo! 
with its giant goldfish. ‘People 
may rest here,” he said and indeed 
it was peaceful — London traffic: 
the hawkers of nearby Petticoat 
Lane were not heard here. Many 
places about the church were de-- 
troyed by bombs but the only evi- 
dence of the blitz is a black charred 


hole in a teak bench. ‘' Twas an 
incendiary, the Rector said. 

There are many famous sights 
and places in London far better 
known than St. Ethelburga’s but if 
you happen to be in the great city 
sometime hie yourself to Bishops- 
gate — on a Tuesday or Thursday 
when the church is open. Sit where 
sat Henry Hudson and his men, 
listen to the lovely music, visit the 
garden. As you enter the church 
you will see on the floor, let into 
stone, the motto from Aesculaptus, 
“Bonus Intra, Melior Exi.”’ ‘Come 
in good. Go out better.” 

Then, if you sail’ home, be sure 
to go to the starboard side of the 
ship as you pass Coney Island and 
you'll see the former Half Moon 
Hotel, now a hospital, where Henry 
Hudson and his men are said to 
have landed and discovered our 
Long Island for us. 





Nancy Boyd Willey’s story on 
Admiral Stanton of Sag Harbor 
(July Forum) was excellent. Mrs. 
Kathryn Webhle. 


I eagerly await my copy each 
month, it contains so much of in- 
terest. The little stories by Kate 
W. Strong prove so interesting, and 
how fortunate so many of her 
family documents have been kept 
through the years. Mrs. Charles 
W. Taylor, Patchogue. 


A guy named Valley had a gal 
named Lo 
Till he met a gal named Sally; 
When Lo discovered she had lost 
her beau 
O my! how Locust Valley. 














Broadlawn Manor Nursing Home 





Especially Constructed Building 
BATH IN EVERY ROOM 
—SSS——— 
400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescent 
and Retired Guests 
fJ—Recreation Program 
{s}—Rehabilitation Facilities 
{s}—Post Hospital Care 


AMityville 4-0222 
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AUTHORITATIVE 
MUTUAL FUND 
SPECIALISTS 


Mr. Scott has had over 
35 vears of investment 


experience 


Randolph Scott & Co. 


INCORFORATED 


190 Merrick Road 
AMITYVILLE, N. Y. 
Tel. MYrtle 1-1144 


TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 
DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 


Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercial 
art. Maximum instruction in minimum time 


Active Free Placement Bureau. 
Send for Circular For Phone CO. 56-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 
Traphagen, 1688 B’way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 


























Wedding Gifts 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
17 E. Main St. Smithtown 
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POWELL 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
67 Broadway 


Amityville, New York 
AMityville 4-0172 

















Monumental Work 
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“Postage On Early Long Island 


| i September of 1852, the Suf- 
roix County Temperance So- 
ciety mailed out some printed cop- 
i¢> of minutes of one of Its meec- 
mgs, as recorded by H. Woourutt, 
Secretary. One ot the copies weuc 
to bgpert Tangier Smuitn at the 
Manur of St. George; having re- 
ceived this copy, Egpert put 1 aside 
and it eventuaily round its way to 
the attic of the Manor house aiong 
with hundreds of other miscellau- 
cous papers. There it lay for over 
a century, undisturbed and very 
likely unread, for it was a “dry 
document in more than one sense 
of the word. 

The contents of the document 
would be of limited interest today. 
Of much broader interest is the 
stamp which Secretary Woodruft 
stuck on as he mailed the paper: 
it is a first 1¢ U. S. stamp, one 
of the 1851-1860 issue, bearing the 
likeness of Benjamin Franklin, first 
Postmaster General: it is now on 
display in the museum founded by 
Egbert’s daughter, the late Miss Eu- 
genie Annie Tangier Smith. 

In the initial sorting of the Tan- 
gier Smith Papers, it was apparent 
that a treasure-trove of stamps and 
covers existed, but review of these 
had to wait until the papers them- 
selves were classified and studied. 
Despite their value, the stamps were 
not the one-of-a-kind items which 
the letters were. 

A first 5¢ stamp appeared on an- 
other piece addressed to Egbert, 
and the cover bears the legend, 
“Egbert T. Smith, Esqr., Smith's 
Point, Mastic, L. I., to be left at 
Mr. Robbins at Yaphank Station. 
Mr. Robbins please forward first 
opportunity. 

Postmasters used to cancel stamps 
any way they pleased, and some of 
the designs they made are so in- 
dividual as to be collector's items 
today. Another of the 5¢ stamps, 
for example, is cancelled with a 
stripe like red peppermint candy. 
A first 3¢ stamp is cancelled by 
hand with a big black X. 

Postmarks were used before the 
days of stamps; a circular Long Is- 
land Rail Road imprint is common, 


Chester G. Osborne 


and in the Smith collection one of 


the most sought after types has been 
found, a postmark lettered with the 
postmaster's own initials. This of- 
ficial had such poor penmanship 
that we hesitate to so much as guess 
at his name; but the printed word 
‘Bellport’ is legible around the 
initials. 

Before the U. S. postal system 
was organized, the safest way to 
send le.ters, particularly those con- 
taining money, was to entrust them 
to a friend who planned to travel 
to the place of address. Indeed, 
more than one Manor letter shows 
from its contents that they were 
written after the author learned that 
some acquaintance was planning a 
trip. The “bearer, or person who 
carried the mail, often had to go 
miles out of his way but ne could 
be sure of a warm welcome; by 
universal custom, hospitality was 
immediately extended to him for 
his courtesy. 

In the Manor collection there is 
a cover with the address, “Mr. Wil- 
liam Smith, Manour St. Georges, 
Long Island. Favoured by Genl. 
Floyd”. The bearer was to become 
famous as a signer of the Declara- 
tion of Independence and to dis- 
tinguish himself in many other 
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ways, but we doubt that he ever 
anticipated -that someone would 
quip, in 1959, that the letter he 
carried was the first ‘general de- 
livery’! 

A postmark of Dumfries, Scot- 
land, December, 1845 is a rarity, 
but its interest is matched by the 
coatents of the letter inside. The 
author was James Miller, an ac- 
quaintance of Egbert Smith's father, 
William “Point Billy’ Smith, and 
very probably a Long Islander: 

Sir’ 

It was my entention to have 
wrote you before but I deterred 
it . . . the Gerrick did not start 
until the 29 of Nov. then we were 
towed to sea by a steamboat. there 
was 45 passengers in all and we 
had a very good passage. We made 
it in twenty days, just in the same 
time as the Great Britain but her 
screw gave out and she had to de- 
pend upon her sails .. . We had 
very favourable weather the most 
part of our way... (but) Nov. 
nineth and tenth we had a very 
severe gale from the northwest 
which listed our cargo to one side; 
it was loose wheat and it got into 
the pumps and choked them up 
and it was with great difficulty that 
she could be kept dry for she leaked 
considerable after the storm. Also, 
it sprang her foremast near the 
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masthead and then could not carry 
a heavy pressure of sail afterwards.” 

Aficr describing the sighting of 
the Irish and Welsh shores and 
trouble in getting a pilot, Miller 
relates his annoyance with customs 
officials who confiscated some 
“small papers of tobacco.” In Dum- 
fries, he says, “I found them all 
well with the exception of mother, 
who has failed very much since | 
last saw her. 

“They have made very great im- 
provements in there (sic) farms 
here and I think . . . that the Scotch 
are the best farmers I ever saw 
without exeption and have the best 
method of working there lands. 

“There is a great failure in the 
Potato crop here. I think they are 
roted (rotted) worse than yours was 
last year. They have very large 
crops of Turnip and are fatting 
there sheep on them. 

“Business is pretty brisk here but 
there is great rumors of war be- 
tween this country and the United 
States. 

“IT should be very glad to have 
a letter from you or Mr. Egbert if 
you can make it convenient.” 

“| remain your obedient servant, 

James Milter.” 

On the bottom of Miller's letter, 

the methodical William Smith 








Village House 


Arts, Crafts, Americana 
Museum of the 
Oysterponds Historical 
Society at Orient, L. I. 
Open July 1 to October 31 
‘Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays 
2to5 P. M. 


Free Admission 




















Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling “Colonial Long Island” by 
Paul Bailey exclusively in that ter- 
ritory. Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 














wrote, “Recd this letter 2 day of 
February 1845”. 

Stamps came into use in the 
United States in the middle 
of the last century, but even 
after that, many letters were de- 
livered by a bearer. Sometimes the 
covers of these have an individual 
touch, such as this one 
bert T. Smith 
Speed”. 


to “Eg- 
with Care and 


I agree with Brewster Terry and 
Capt. Bob Newins that we have had 
our sea serpents in L.I. waters. My 
great-grandfather (of Raynortown) 
saw a mammoth one in Jones Inlet 
in the 1860's. George J. Kellar. 


I have a snipe decoy carved from 
wood from the four-master Charles 
E. Dunlap (August Forum). I. 
Beverley. 
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LONG ISLAND 
Books—Maps— Prints 
Paintings—Documents 
Bought and Sold 


Ira J. Friedman 
215 Main Street 
Port Washington 
Tel. PO 7-3547 


























E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 











John Sloss Hobart 


Forgotten Patriot 
by 

MISS MARY VOYSE 

A biographical treatment of 


Huntington’s Distinguished 
Revolutionary War Statesman 


$1.50 Postpaid 


Address: Miss Mary Voyse 
545 Asharoken Avenue 
Northport, N.Y. 











The Bowne House 
Historical Society 


Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N.Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 3to5 P.M 

















Suffolk Museum and 
Carriage House at 
Stony Brook 
Open 10 to 5:30 
Wednesdays thru Sundays 








Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. ORiole 1-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 




















Main office: 


Plainview: 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 
and Loan Association 


1 
Latest Dividend 31% 


TWO CONVENIENT OFFICES 


312 Conklin Street, Farmingdale 
Phone CHapel 9-2000 


Old Country Road, Morton Village 
Phone OVerbrook 1-61006 


Compounded Quarterly 
from Day of Deposit 
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“Ohe Impossible on Cire Island 


VER the first weekend of 

October 1958 my wife and 
I were guests of Helen L. Strang 
at her Fire Island Pines beach cot- 
tage. That is a new community on 
Fire Island beach between Cherry 
Grove and Water Island. The east- 
ern limit of The Pines is close to 
the old historic Fishermen’s Path. 

I came upon two things that I 
should have considered impossible 
had I not seen them with my own 
cyes. Fire Island can always be 
depended upon to produce the un- 
usual and unexpected but I had not 
imagined it could come up with 
the impossible. 

The Pines is crisscrossed by sev- 
eral miles of boardwalks. They rise 
and fall with the contour of the 
beach — up over dunes and down 
the other side always maintaining 
a straight line. They vridge swamps, 
tunnel catbriers, and slice desert 
spaces. The boardwalks make read- 
ily available every spot of ground 
at The Pines. They are the prop- 
erty and care of the Town of Brook- 
haven. 

The northernmost walk follows 
along the shore about one lot's 
depth back from the bay. It 1s 
shaded almost its entire length by 
oaks, pines, sassafras and _hollies. 
Plume grass, poison ivy and huckle- 
berries crowd against it. Under- 
neath are ferns, water grasses and 
an occasional cranberry. Perhaps 
in such a setting it would be fair to 
anticipate anything. 

An old oak grows along this 
north walk. It had been broken 
years ago by a wild storm. After 
the accident one of the top branches 
turned upward and became the lead- 
ing growth. Dust, dirt and decay- 
ing materials accumulated in the 
cavity at the top. Rain water pud- 
dled in the hole. An aster seed 
settled there and germinated. Some 
weed seeds did likewise and a 
bushy, flowery headdress developed 
on the tree. From somewhere there 
arrived a plume grass growth to 
lend a feathering touch. Just where 
the seed for this plume grass plant 
came from is anyone's guess be- 


Julian Denton Smith 


cause plume grass on Long Island 
is supposed to be sterile. 

I do not know reach 
that featuring clump of vegetation 
high up in the oak for it 1s marsh 
all around and a ladder would be 
most treacherous. Yet for an ac- 
curate identifcation of the 
growing up there, it calls for a 
test piece. I do not believe much 
chance of identification error exists 
although the presence of plume 
grass there knocks the theory of the 
sterility of Long Island plume grass 
into a cocked hat. Perhaps there 
is a brief period in the existence 
of a plume grass seed when it is 
fertile, or how else can you ac- 
count for plume grass up in an oak 
tree ? 

That patch of plume grass was 
one of the two impossible things 
I found at Fire Island Pines. The 
other had to do with growing plants 
also — this time with a whole 
collection of them. 

Would any reader expect to find 
a flower garden at Fire Island 
Pines? I know of rose gardens 
at Ocean Beach but they were made 
by importing good loam from the 
mainland. Jones Beach has coreop- 
sis in profuse groups on sand dunes. 
Dusty Miller is the classic example 
of a garden plant moving over to 
beach sand. But a whole flower 
garden! 


how to 


£frass 


There is a beach cottage at Fire 
Island Pines set back about twenty 
feet from the boardwalk. Pines 
shade the place with hazy shadows. 
Not a singie square foot is level 
it al! slopes away from a high point 
at the front. A narrow boardwalk 
leads to an open porch. On both 
sides of the walk grow flowers, 
tlowers and more flowers. 

I stood looking at the garden and 
suddenly became conscious of the 
fact that there were many, many 
more kinds of flowers than a nosy 
indicated. There were 
ground covers, dwarf fruit trees, 
hardwood shrubs, and a plumb red 
tomato ripening on a vine back in 
a corner. This partial shade made 
coleus colors more brilliant and 
brought larger leaves than usual to 
ageratum. A hydrangea responded 
to the shade by becoming pro- 
cumbent. 


glance 


Along the edge of the porch and 
in several window boxes were ten 
or twelve beautiful tuberous begon- 
ias. Good rich soil filled the box- 
es. The flowers were elegant and 
one, a double yellow, appeared bet- 
ter than any I had seen in the 
park beds at Albany — and those 
beds are supposed to be tops! 

As I stood admiring the garden 
I wrote down the list of plants: 
agcratum, three varieties of coleus, 
tomatoes, three types of marigolds, 


Continued on page 175 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 


Quogue 











Samuel B. Van Wyck 
REAL ESTATE 
Jessup Avenue Quogue, N. Y. 
Tel. OLd Quogue 3-4550 























Mineola 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 


148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway’ Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 





Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic. Shinnecock Bays. 








REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Morigages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 




















Seaweed and an Old Lock 


HIS is really two stories in 

one of the old seaweed in- 
dustry on Great South Beach, 
across the bay from _ Bellport, 
Patchogue and other south side vil- 
tages, and of a man engaged in 
the business who safeguarded the 
door on his beach cottage by lock- 
ing it with, of all things, the huge 
iron padlock that had done service 
during the Civil War on the main 
door of Libby Prison in Richmond, 
Virginia. 

Up to sixty years ago men and 
their families lived on the beach 
winter and summer, carrying on 
the seaweed business along with 
other activities. One of the first 
of these men was John Smith who 
had a_ substantial beach home, 
built with his own hands entirely 
of lumber and other material sal- 
vaged from wrecked ships. Here 
he raised a large family, all of 
whom helped in raking, spreading, 
drying and baling the ribbon sea- 
weed that grew on the bay flats. 

The seaweed was harvested in 
part by high winds that tore it 
loose from the roots and drove 
it shoreward until it accumulated 
at the edges of the meadows. 
There the human harvesters took 
over and after the seaweed was 
collected, processed and baled it 
was shipped to New York where 
it was put to many purposes. It 
was used for packing dishes, brick- 
abrack and fine furniture. Bleach- 
ed white by the wind and sun, it 
was used in the manufacture of 
mattresses. It also served as in- 
sulation for houses and when so 
used it not only gave warmth but 
it was an effective sound-killer. 
Water pipes covered with it never 
froze. 

I know this from personal ex- 
perience. I always packed the 
pump in my beach camp with fresh 
seaweed wrapped around the pipe 
up to the floor and it prevented 
freezing even in ten below weather. 
I remember when I was a boy how 
men from Middle Island drove 
down to Bellport to cart seaweed 
to their farms. They used to buy 
five or six bushels of oysters from 
my father and when they got home 
they would spread the oysters on 
the green grass in their orchards. 
Then they’d spread a load of sea- 
weed over them and all winter 
long, when they wanted some fresh 


Continued next page 


Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 


Port Washington 








Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 
Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage, 
Water trontage Eastern L. I. Jeri- 
cho Turnpike at Commack, L, I 
FOrest 8-9322. 


¥ Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 


Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 

















Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 











- Central Islip 
ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 191} 


INSURANCE 


Francis B. Garvey Robert Snyder 
Babylon MOhawk 1-260 























Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 
George S. Colyer, Secy. 

Broadway and Park Ave. 


AMityville 4-0198 
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Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 


- Patchogue 








Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 





And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 





Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 





Floral Park 
EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Saies - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 














Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
l.ots, Farms, Shore Frontage 
Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 








East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Established 1857 
Complete Insurance Service 
Jericho Road 
Tel. WAlnut 2 0592 





" BENJ.T. WEST 


Real Estate - Insurance 
EAST /JETAUKET 
—— island, New York 

iJ 1.101 Setauket ss 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 


170 Park Avenue AMityville 4-0876 




















oysters they’d go to the orchard, 
pull away some of the seaweed 
and take them to the house. Those 
oysters never froze no matter how 
low the mercury got. 


But going back to John Smith 
and his work on the _ beach; 
besides harvesting seaweed, he, 


members of his family, and others 


living nearby salvaged a lot of 
useful material along the ocean 
shore. I have heard old Life- 


savers say that no wreckage was 
ever sanded so deep that these men 
and their children couldn't dig it 
out, if it was worth the labor. 
I have seen some of them dig out 
a deeply sanded set-net and bring 
it up in perfect condition, which 
required not simply hard work but 
a lot of care. These nets were 
often lost during storms and would 
beach miles from where they had 
been set. 

Some years before the Civil War 
a young Southerner named John 
Jett came north, married one of 
John Smith’s daughters and locat- 
ed on the beach opposite Patch- 
ogue where he built his own home 
from wreckage and went into the 
seaweed business with his father- 


in-law. Following the war Jett 
visited his old home on the Back 
River in Hampton, Virginia, and 


there he first saw the large iron 
padlock and key from Libby Pri- 
son. Given the rare souvenir, he 
brought it back to Long Island. 
Besides his home on the _ beach, 
he had other buildings that he had 
erected and on which he had used 
the strongest locks he could pro- 
cure. 

These locks, however, were brok- 
en again and again by beach prow- 
lers, and the buildings robbed. But 
no prowler ever succeeded in 
breaking in the building on which 
Jett used the Libby Prison lock. 
I know that during the war, when 
it was used on Libby Prison, it 
kept well locked in many North- 
erners, including my uncle George 
Edward Corwin of Bellport and 
Lafayette Weeks of Patchogue who 
finally were released in an ex- 
change of prisoners. John Jett 
gave the historic lock to his son 
Robert Jett who still preserves it 
at his home in Patchogue. 

Capt. Wilbur A. Corwin, Bellport. 


The Forum surely keeps us alive 
to the fact that we live in a wonder- 
ful land. Franz Kellogg, Hunting- 
ton. 


East Quogue 
GEO. H. JONES 


Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 











Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE REAL ESTATE 


POrt Jeflerson 8-0372 




















208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 
loys LONG ISLAND 

ligerth, REAL ESTATE 

INSURANCE 
for more than 40 years 
Main office on Main road at 

Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434 
Nassau County office at 169% 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 








Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 


Real Estate 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
630 Sunrise Highway Babylen 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Suffolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Continued from page 164 


Forum. Another resident was John 
T. Irving, nephew of Washington 
Irving and author of the Van Geld- 
er Papers, a book of North Shore 
legends. 

The remainder of the Weeks 
property is occupied by larger es- 
tates, built for the two children of 
John Roger Maxwell, and by the 
homes originally constructed for 
their employees. 

But not all of the old landmarks 
have been destroyed. The Red 
Spring and its ancient willow trees 
remain, as does the old salt hay 
marsh, still a refuge for waterfowl. 
In particular, the historian should 
note a curious relic on the beach, 
near ‘the Red Spring itself. This 
is a large, flat stone, on the sur- 
face of which are cut these letters: 

CAC 

CO 

AO 
The meaning of this inscription is 
baffling, but the position of the 
rock suggests that it may have been 
a boundary marker between the 
Weeks and Carpenter farms, since 
the original boundary was not pre- 
cisely the same as that between the 
present Leow and Whitney estates. 

If the stone is a marker, it may 
well have been placed when the 
division was made in 1752, almost 
at the beginning of the story of 
Red Spring. 


Manor of St. George 


I would like to set straight the 
Manor of St. George and what was 
conveyed to Col. William (‘*Tan- 
gier’’) Smith by his first patent of 
October, 1693, which so many peo- 
ple think was one tract or piece 
of land and bay bottom. 

The patent gave the old Colonel, 
four separate tracts: (1), the Little 
Neck of Brookhaven at Setauket 
now known as Strong’s Neck; (2), 
the Great South Beach from the 
Southampton Town line to ‘‘Hunt- 
ington East Gut’’ which is the same 
as Fire Island Inlet only that the 
inlet at that time was much farther 
east—24\4 miles west of the South- 
ampton Town line according to the 
surveyor’s measurement in 1694 as 
shown in one of the papers Chester 
G. Osborne found; (3), all of Mor- 


riches Bay and the Great South 
Bay including the Narrow Bay 
south of Mastic Beach; (4), the 


Continued on next page 
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ADELPHI-SUFFOLK COLLEGE 


in Sayville 


NOW IN SUFFOLK COUNTY 


FRESHMAN YEAR COMPLETE 


for those who wish to attend college during the late Afternoon or Evening 





beginning this September 28 


Credits transferable to Adelphi College at Garden City or to college of 
your choice. 
Limited Number of Freshman Scholarships 
Available for Qualified Students 


Regular extension program to be continued also. 
Write to, or call: 


Adelphi-Suffolk College in Sayville or 
Greene Avenue 

Sayville, New York 

SAyville 4-5333 


Division of General Studies 
Adelphi College 

Garden City, New York 
Ploneer 7-2200, ext. 128 


Counseling 


by appointment only at Sayville, at Port Jefferson High School, 
Henry Perkins Hotel, Riverhead. Call 7-2200, 


Ploneer 7-22 Division of 
General Studies for appointment. In Eastern Suffolk, call SOuthampton 
1-2562 (after 7:00 p. m.) 


and at 
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Continued from page 172 
huge tract including what we now 
know as South Haven, the Mastics 
(and Shirley), Yaphank, East Mid- 
dle Island and Ridge south of the 
Middle Country Road, the west part 
of Manorville, Moriches and Center 
Moriches as far east as Senix 
Creek but not the Noccommock or 
Unkechaug meadows and certain 


other tracts as explained in my 
article in Bailey’s History. 
When the Colonel died in Feb- 


ruary 1704/5, he willed the Little 
Neck tract to his oldest son, Henry, 
on which stood the Manor House 
where he and Mme. Martha lived 
and died but the large mainland 
tract at the south side, he willed 
to his sons Charles Jeffery and 
William Henry. Charles Jeffery 
died unmarried of small pox at the 
age of 22 and his half interest went 
to William Henry, commonly 
known as Maj. William. He built 
and lived in a house probably about 
300 or so feet about north of the 
present-day house on Sebomuck 
Neck and my guess is it was the 
old summer house where his 
father, the Colonel went occasion- 
ally during hot weather. 


I believe (but can not prove) that 
this same house was later the home 
of Judge William Smith, Maj. Wil- 
liam’s son and was what Col. Benj. 
Tallmadge called the ‘‘old house.”’ 
As I wrote you in my last letter, 
Senator Gen. John’s house is very 
probably the kitchen wing and 
small rooms over it, called by Tall- 
madge the ‘‘new house’’, and now 
a part of the present Manor House 
built about 1820. 

Osborn Shaw, 
Historian, Brookhaven Town 


Famous Revolutionary Visitor 


I recently learned that a famous 
woman, who went through some 
very trying experiences during the 
American Revolution, lived 
for a short time on Long Island. 
She was the Baroness Riedesel, 
wife of the commander of the Hes- 


sian troops serving with 


once 


‘“‘Gentle- 
man Johnny” at Sara- 
toga. 

After Burgoyne’s 


Saratoga the prisoners of war were 


Burgoyne 


surrender at 


marched through dense forests in 
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winter weather all the way across 
New England to Boston. The Bar- 
and her children rode in a 


carriage and she has left a written 
account of that terrible ordeal. 


oness 


I had been under the impression 


that the Baroness went back to 
Europe from Boston at that time, 
but instead she came from Cam- 
bridge, Mass., to New York City, 
and from there she went tc Char- 
lottesville, Virginia. On her return 
to New York City she came over 
on Long Island to live for awhile 
but just where was not stated. 

It may surprise others to learn 
that a great many women served 
in the American army during the 
Revolution, mostly wives of the 
privates. They took care of the 
camp cooking, washing, etc. Mrs. 
Washington spent several winters 
with the General, and at Valley 
Forge were several other wives 
of Generals, among them Lucy 
Knox, wife of Washington’s Gen- 
eral of the artillery, and Cathy 
Greene, wife of General Nathaniel 
Greene. Cathy Greene was born 
on Block Island. 

John Tooker, Medford. 














THe “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
FOR HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 





RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


85 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 


PARK 7-3600 
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| Writing cAbout “Writing | 





‘Of making many books,” Saith 
the Bible (Ecclesiastes II-34) 
there is no end; and much study 
is a weariness of the flesh.’ 

How true nowadays when the 
printed word flows from the pub- 
lishers in a never ending swollen 
river of pocket editions, paperbacks 
and hard covers threatening to flood 
us into indifference to writing. The 
reviewer must fight his way through 
a literary sea of scrivenings to 
emerge with his appraisals of the 
Significant. Yet we who write of 
Long Island literature can find it 
easy to sift out the scribes of Sea- 
wanhacky—there are not too many. 


JOHN SLOSS HOBAR1, FOR- 
GOTTEN PATRIOT comes from 
the pen of Mary Voyse of North- 
port. We think her title apt 
Judge Hobart of Eaton’s Neck has 
been neglected and Miss Voyse has 
done us a favor by offering a neatly 
put together, clearly written bi- 
ography of the Yale graduate who 
was one of the great forces behind 
our American Revolution. Hobart 
was in close touch with Washington 
and other giants of the day. We 
were particularly interested to learn 
that a tablet honoring Hobart at 
New York City Hall has been lost 
but that it “is probably in the base- 
ment of the Court Building next 
door where hundreds of tablets are 
stacked, gathering dust, and forgot- 








The Thompson House 
Route 25A, Setauket, N.Y. 
Open MAY 23 to OCT. 12, 1959 
Mondays - Fridays 2 to 4:30 
Saturdays 1 to 5 
Sundays 2 to 6 
Admission 25c. 


Sherwood-Jayne House 


Old Post Road 
East Setauket, N.Y. 
Open JUNE 2 to OCT. 9, 1959 
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ten.” Perhaps someone should dust 
them off! 

Miss Voyse includes a helpful 
bibliography. 


RUM ROW by Robert Carse of 
Shelter Island and published by 
Rinehart and Co. is a factual and 
also colorful account of the activi- 
ties of the whiskey laden craft that 
awaited the fast ‘ contact’’ boats to 
take the liquor into port. The 
struggles of the Coast Guard to 
control illicit traffic are vividly 
told. 

Mr. Carse gives a good picture 
of activities at Greenport, East 
Hampton and Shelter Island. After 
loading from boats near Preston's 
dock at Greenport trucks would 
careen along ‘“‘winding and badly 
paved Route 25 which stretched at 
first through the flat potato farm- 
lands — and on out of Suffolk 
County into more populous areas. 
This stretch offered easy conceal- 
ment to Higgins (Vannie Higgins 
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the hijacker) Two cars would 
suddenly converge from a dark side 
road onto 25 and jam wheel to 
wheel Then trom roadside 
ditches, from behind trees the 


fire came. 


“It was not delivered in warn- 
ing. It was meant to kill. Higgins 
Was a man without mercy. His hi- 
jackers were partial to the sub- 
machine gun; they raked the con- 
voys with intensive fusillades 
Tis indeed was warfare on the 
Island! Mr. Carse names some 
names but he couldn't name all for 
some who still live with us just 
won't talk’ An extremely interest- 
ing book. 


PHYSICAL LONG ISLAND, by 
Paul Bailey, appeals to us chiefly, 
as it probably will to Islanders gen- 
erally, as a historical narrative ra- 
ther than a scientific treatise. The 
Island's geological origin makes an 
interesting story in this historian’s 
hands, as do the formation and con- 
stant changes of the barrier beaches. 

Never before as far as we know 
has anyone attempted to trace the 
development of the plains, prairies 
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and ‘‘pine barrens” ot the Island's 
interior. These vast areas have 
played an important part in local 
nistory and Mr. Batley has told 
their story from earliest to modern 
times. 

Not as a weather expert, but as 
one who has done a great deal of 
research in Island history, has the 
author described the hurricanes, 
blizzards and other disturbances 
that have occurred here since the 
first recorded hurricane of 1635 
He has also included accounts of 
the infrequent waterspouts and of 
other weacher phenomena. 

The chapter on some local arch- 
aeological findings will be of spec- 
ial interest to those who have 
searched for and sometimes found 
an Indian arrowhead, a paint stone 
or other relic of the thirteen ab- 
original tribes that once roamed the 
Island. The locations of many 
Indian village sites are also listed. 

The book, profusely illustrated, 
attractively printed and bound, is a 
logical follow-up to the author's 
previous works covering various 
phases of Long Island history. Pub- 
lished by the Long Island Forum, 
it retails at $4. 

That’s it for this month. We 
trust there will be more L. I. books 
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to review later. We invite authors 
and publishers to send their wares 
to us for review, Box 1568, West- 
hampton Beach, N. Y. 

Much study “saith the Bible” 
(see above) “is a weariness of the 
flesh’. True but then again no 
study at all maketh Jack a dull boy. 

The Editors. 


Continued from Page 169 
zinnias, roses, salvia, geraniums, 
tuberous begonias, cockscomb, pe- 
tunias, daylily, iris, candytuft, six 
kinds of chrysanthemums, inkberry, 
balsam, ivy, pipsissewa, bearberry, 
cannas, several kinds of calendulas, 
lio.'s-foot, hydrangea,  giadiolas 
and two dwarf fruit trees. {n about 
ten days dozens of purplish fall 
crocuses will bloom all over the 
gardea. 


I had seen this place in the 
spring when the garden was ablosm 
with bulbs — hyacinths, tulips and 
daffodils. There is no hint of 
formality about the plantings 
the bulbs are in a natural manner 
and the summer array is without 
defining, an excellent arrangement 
by hit or miss. 

How is it accomplished on beach 
sand ? 

Peat moss! 


The peat moss had been broken 
up fine and mixed plentifully and 
thoroly with sand wherever a plant 
was set out. All plants were trans- 
planted from pots. During the 
summer water had been a problem 
and the rain had fallen regularly 
enough to promote good growth. 
The owners of the property did 
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not say, but I should imagine com- 
mercial fertilizers had come in sev- 
eral applications thruout the season. 

A flower garden at Fize Island 
Pines would be an impossible, but 
here it was. It shows what can 
be done under really adverse and 
unnatural conditions. It is a mon- 
strous credit to the grower. 

Many of our readers inquire con- 
cerning the fenced-off preserve at 
The Pines. The most conspicuous 
things in it right now, Octover >th, 
are cranberries. Much of the area 
is covered with this low growing 
plant spotted thickly with red ber- 
ries. Water stands a tew inches 
deep which should protect the ber- 
rie, from frost. Some of the cran- 
berries have spread out through the 
fence and are established in adja- 
ceat low ground. 

This is berry time on the outer 
beach — red berries, green berries, 
yellow berries, white berries, black 
berries and blue berries. Most of 
them are bright and shiny. Some 
reader may ask what is the white 
berry. It is the bayberry and the 
poison ivy. The green is holly, 
it has not yet begun to redden. 

Another trip to Fire Island Pines 
a couple of weeks later would 
show it at the height of the fail 
colors. A few cool nights can 
intensify the colors tremendously 
and present Fire Island as a fabul- 
ous fairyland. 

Henry C. Joralemon’s book col- 
lecting story (August Forum) has 
set me looking for some of the old 
books he mentioned. Mrs. Grace 
Prior. 








WHY GO ELSEWHERE? 








CHARTERED 1889 








Anticipated Dividend Rates Beginning July |, 1959 
Instalment Savings -4% per annum 
Income Savings 
Optional Savings 


Savings made by 10th of any month earn from 
the 1st of that month. 
Savings insured up to $10,000 by the Federal Savings 
and Loan Insurance Corp., Washington, D. C. 


COLUMBIA SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


WOODHAVEN OFFICE: 
93-22 Jamaica Ave. 
Virginia 7-7041 
SAVE-BY-MAIL — POSTAGE PAID BOTH WAYS 


- 334% per annum 
- 32% per annum 


FOREST HILLS OFFICE: 


9 Station Square 
BOulevard 3-7500 




















175 








LONG ISLAND FORUM 


A Cape for a Man 


The cape is a story that’s old 
in men’s fashions but new to the 


man about town today. It has 
heen a _ long-time favorite with 
women too, quite pertinent now 


when the girls are borrowing fash- 
ions from the boys and vice versa. 
This masculine cape is brown wool 
with a brown and beige plaid wool 
lining, the perfect answer for cas- 
ual comfort and better than a 
blanket for football games. 


It is being introduced for fall 
1959 by Domingo Blasini (pictured 
here) who designed it and wears 
it with the flair a cape both calls 
for and engenders. Mr. Blasini is 
a 19-year-old student at the Trap- 
hagen School of Fashion, New 
York,. who has already won sev- 
eral prizes for his designs for 
women’s wear. His cape was in- 
spired by dolls from the school’s 
Museum Collection, which sur- 
round him in the _ illustration 

(counterclockwise) a sheepskin 
caped Rumanian doll; a doll from 
Poland in a cape coat; and a Rus- 
sian doll well wrapped up in a 
cape. But the idea for a dashing 
modern cape may have come first 
from Blasini’s_ volatile French, 
Spanish, Scotch and Italian an- 
cestry and the background of his 
native Puerto Rico. 

During the month of September a 
large number of dolls, such as 
these, from its collection will be 
on view at the Traphagen School, 
located at 1680 Broadway (52nd 
St.), New York. Many students 
are registering now for the Sep- 
tember and October opening of 
Traphagen’s courses in Costume 
Design and Illustration, Clothing 
Construction, Interior Design and 
Display. The show has heen ar- 
ranged as an inspirational preview 
for them. However, the school’s 
galleries are always open to the 
public and visitors interested in 
any of the displays are welcome. 


William Floyd’s Grave 

Although their tombstones stand 
in the Mastic cemetery, near his 
ancestral home, the final resting 
place of William Floyd the Signer 
and his second wife (Johanna 
Strong) is at Westernville, Oneida 
County, N. Y., where they spent 
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their last years. His first wife 
(Hannah Jones) died and was bur- 
ied in Mortimer Cemetery, Middle- 
town, Ct., during their sojourn as 
refugees from British occupation 
of their Mastic estate in the Rev- 
olutionary War. 
John Tooker, Medford. 
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Little Gull Lighthouse 


Some time ago a letter in the 
Forum, in referring to the islands off 
Orient Point, omitted some facts. 
Briefly, Great Gull Island and Lit- 


tle Gull Island are about a half- 
mile apart. Great Gull contains 17 
acres while Little Gull is less than 
half an acre. The first Little Gull 
lighthouse was built in 1809 and the 
present structure in 1869. It is 91 
feet high and is topped by a small 
lantern room. 

In 1815 when a hurricane in- 
undated the islands in this vicinity. 
Little Gull’s keeper and his family 
were obliged to take refug? in this 
lantern room while gigantic waves 
crashed against the granite shaft 
beneath them. More than a century 
later, in the 1938 hurricane, Little 
Gull was again inundated and its 
several buildings, except for the 
tower, were carried away. Between 
these two hurricanes, Little Gull 
has been isolated time and again 
by gales and blizzards sometimes 
bringing its occupants close to cat- 
astrophe as it is dependent for its 
fresh water supply upon Great Gull 
where, strangely enough, there is 
a deep well. 

During the early years Great Gull 
served as grazing grounds for the 
livestock which Litt'e Gull’s keeper 
sometimes kept. Frederick Chase, 
one of its first keepers, also kept 
a yoke of oxen for ploughing and 
hauling driftwood. He was him- 
self a justice of the peace, and be- 
longed to the same family as Sal- 
mon P. Chase, Chief Justice under 
President Lincoln, and of a more 
recent jurist of distinction, Chief 
Justice Chase of the New York 
Court of Appeals. 


Great Gull and its neighboring 
islands during the Revolution were 
frequently searched for “rebel” 
whaleboatmen by the British who 
maintained a fleet in nearby waters 
in order to control the mouth of 
the Sound. Again in the War of 
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1812 the British fleet, anchored in 
Gardiner’s Bay, kept a watchful 
eye cn these islands. In 1897, when 
war with Spain ,was imminent, 
Uncle Sam erected Fort Michie on 
Great Gull to protect the entrance 
to the Sound. Its ruins still stand 
there, but the island itself is better 
adapted, it seems, to the housing 
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needs of terns and other sea birds. 
Here too has been found a nearly 
extinct species of field mouse 
which, with such rare birds as the 
great-black-backed gull, has come 
under the scrutiny of researchers 
from the American Museum of Na- 
tural History. 

A. Davis Jacobs 
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The Baymen Abrams 


I knew members of the Abrams 
families when I first met them in 
the village of Pearsalls, Hempstead 
town, in 1888. 

There were many of them, nearly 
all living on Union Avenue, which 
ran from the heart of the village 
(now Lynbrook) for about two 
miles before reaching part of the 
village of Hewlett where a tide- 
water canal had been built with 
many oyster houses on either side. 

Mostly baymen growing and deal- 
ing in famous Rockaway oysters, 
with a bit of farming on the side. 
With of course, many children, 
horses, cows, hogs, chickens, and 
numerous pets. 

The menfolks were strong in 
muscle and character — God lov- 
ing and members of the local Meth- 
odist Churches. As far as I knew 
teetotalers. Their way of life was 
governed by the moon and its ef- 
fects on the tides and shallow 
water. If the tide was flood they 
must be ready to work at any and 
all hours. I can see them now 
with hip boots over their shoulders 
on their way to the bay. 

Perhaps the most notable mem- 
ber of the Abrams klan was one 
known as Captain Bill a pow- 
erful man of many years and very 
wealthy though he could neither 
read or write. Had four fine 
daughters. They had every ad- 
vantage that money could afford. 
They grew to womanhood. All mar- 
ried well and had fine families. 

Captain Bill did not trust banking 
institutions and kept his fat wad 
hidden in the home or in his wallet. 
When he became bed-ridden in late 
years I called on him for payment 
‘of a small bill due me. He had 
mislaid his pocketbook and would 
not let me go until he found it. 

The oldtimers stated that Bill as 
a young man had gambled his 
schooner loaded with oysters in a 
crap game and won. 

One Lewis Abrams, a giant of 
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a man also living on Union Avenue, 
and a bayman, had his scythes 
made to order and a foot longer 
than stock size for cutting salt hay. 
Few men could cut salt hay at all. 
The story goes that when his horse 
got stuck with a load of hay, Lewis 
would remove him from the shafts, 
take its place and pull the load 
out 

He became famous for raising 
extra heavy hogs, exhibiting one 
thousand pounders at County Fairs. 
They were too heavy to walk. It 
seems the pens were near his very 
old home and if Lewis heard a 
grunt at midnight he would get 
out of bed and swill the hogs. 

I have known and been associated 
with members of the Abrams fam- 
ilies in many distinguished walks 
of life. 

George E. Hart, Wading River. 


Cold Spring Station 


I have the data to prove that the 
station was named ‘‘Woodbury’”’ 
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before it was renamed ‘‘Cold 
Spring’’. In the 1878 tariff sheet, 
a copy of which I have, is shown 
Woodbury, but, in the 1884 tariff 
sheet, which I have, it appears as 
Cold Spring. In those days milages 
were shown in quarter miles only 
and no change was indicated. 

In 1896, the station site was 
changed from County Line Road 
to the present site, at the request 
of Otto Kahn. In 1949, the present 
station building replaced the for- 
mer one at same site. 

The reason given by Paul Blau- 
velt for the change in name to 
Cold Spring Harbor makes sense, 
the same being true regarding 
Hyde Park and New Hyde Park. 
But, I believe that the real reason 
for the name change was due to 
the fact that Cold Spring Harbor 
was and is the most important 
area served by the station at the 
present site. Of course, the harbor 
is quite a distance from the station, 
but this is nothing new in the nam- 
ing of stations on L.I.R.R. 

in the real old days there were 
stations such as Bellport on the 
Main Line, miles from Beliport on 
the south shore, Jerusalem on the 
Main Line a great distance north 
of the community of Jerusalem, 
etc. Jerusalem station was _ re- 
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named Central Park and recently 
renamed Bethpage. The name 
Central Park originated on _ the 
Central R. R. of L. I. in 1873, 
where there was a station of that 
nane, which was abandoned about 
1878 in favor of the Jerusalem 
station on the Main Line of LI. 
R.R. 

I also have a complete 1877 table 
which shows name of station as 
Woodbury! 

William D. Slade, Tabor, N. J. 


H. P. Horton’s ‘‘Wolves Menaced 
Early Settlers’’ (August Forum) 
implies that Long Island is now 
without its wolves. He should visit 
some of the beach resorts on a 
summer’s evening. Harry Davids, 
Fire Island. 


For all the news of Huntington 
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Huntington. 








For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 


on Connetquot River 
OAKDALE 
Phone SAyville 4-0248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 




















ZIKOLL’S 
@ld Landmark Inn 


A place to relax — 

To dine at leisure in 

an atmosphere of yesteryear 
LUNCHEONS-DINNERS 


Closed Mondays 


845 Merrick Road Copiague 
Tels. AMityville 4-1383-9815 








OLSEN’S 


Famous for Smorgasbord 
Carman Rd. and Old Sunrise Hwy. 
EAST MASSAPEQUA 
Viking Room for 
Weddings and Banquets 


A Mityville 4-9899 MYrtle 1-9614 








HARBOR LIGHT 
RESTAURANT 
EXCELLENT CUISINE 
Catering to Small Parties 
M. SWANSON 
AMityville 4-5868 and 4-9704 


Dawes Avenue 
and George Brown Plaza 


Amityville (East) 














STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


CHapel 9-0248 
Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 














GIL CLARK’S 


Maple Avenue Fish House 


L. I.’s FAMOUS 
OYSTER and CLAM 
BAR 


Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore 
Margaret E, Clark, Gilbert M. Clark 


Tels. MOhawk 5-1550 and 1551 














“Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. MOhawk 9-9800 


























